
c. 1 970/02/1 5 


— - - - — — — — ■ Keproduced at the National Ar 

DECLASSIFIED 

• Authorit y | 2. ■ 

; B^C NARA Dat e °j/Oj(TP j 

j|- r Trr - - 1 iw n - v- • *ma wioiixaNdum 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH IMOTON 


TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE 


ACTION 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
FROM: Henry A. Kissinger 

SUBJECT: Enemy Shelling of South Vietnam Cities 


As reported to you on February 13, the enemy fired three rocket 
rounds into Hue overnight, killing two civilians and wounding four 
others. This marked the first shelling of Hue in almost five months 
and the first shelling attack against a major South Vietnamese city 
since a single rocket round hit Saigon on December 17. 


The record is clear that we have expressed both public and private 
concern over the indiscriminate attacks on the civilian population 
of the south. In announcing the cessation of bombing on October 31, 

1968, President Johnson directed particular attention to the adverse 
effect of such shelling on peace negotiations, and you re-emphasized 
the seriousness of these continued violations during your post-European 
trip press conference on March 4, 1969. 

NVN/VC violations against the cities have ranged from acts of terrorism 
to sapper, mortar, rocket, and shelling attacks. Inmost cases, it 
has been dif ficult to identify the attack as either a deliberate NVA 
initiative or an irresponsible act of the Viet Cong, Depending on the 
magnitude and source of these incidents, U.S. military retaliation 
could range from brief harassing attacks by artillery or naval gunfire 
in or north of the DMZ to a full resumption of bombing. Whatever 
our decision, past experience indicates that a short, sharp, and 
clearly recognizable U. S. response would be preferable to extended, 
slowly incremental increases in pressure. 

The selection of the most effective option as an appropriate response 
will depend on weather and forces available, as well as the particular 
nature of the enemy action to which we are responding. The options 
listed below are in ascending order of severity: 
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a. Move naval units into attack positions, and accompany with 
strong warning in Paris. Maintain some forces in forward position 
on a random basis. 

b. Attack of NVN coastal logistics craft south of ZO degrees 
north by air or naval forces. 

c. Artillery /air /naval strikes on observed enemy positions in 
the demilitarized zone (DMZ), north of the provisional military 
demarcation line (PMDL). 

d. Air and naval attacks against specific targets and enemy 
staging areas south of 17 degrees 15* north. 

e. Four -hour naval gunfire attack on selected facilities in minor 
NVN ports south of 19 degrees north: Vinh, Quang Khe, Dong Hoi. 

f. One-time air strike by 1Z attack sorties against selected 
facilities in minor NVN ports south of 19 degrees north. 

g. Continuing air and naval attacks south of 19 degrees north 
against the following military targets: transportation, industrial, 
POL, power, air defense, and communications. 

h. Eight-hour naval gunfire attack on selected facilities in 
Thanh Hoa (19 degrees 50' north) and against the minor ports of Vinh, 
Quang Khe or Dong Hoi. 

i. One-time air strike by Z4-48 attack sorties against selected 
targets in the Thanh Hoa complex (power plant, railroad yard, Bai 
Thuong Airfield). 

j. Continuing air attacks south of ZO degrees north against 
selected military targets. 

k. Three-day retaliatory air and naval gunfire strike against 
key targets in the Haiphong area. 

l. Seven-day retaliatory air and naval gunfire strikes against 
key targets in the Hanoi -Haiphong area. 
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m. Seven-day retaliatory air and naval gunfire strikes against 
key targets in the Hanoi- Haiphong area, together with mining operations 
and air interdiction against major transportation facilities. (PRUNING 
KNIFE ALPHA, as briefed by General Wheeler on February 4, 1970*) 

n. Sustained air and naval gunfire attacks throughout NVN, sub- 
ject to the prohibitions which prevailed prior to March 31, 1968. 

o. Full-scale air and naval gunfire attacks throughout NVN, 
subject to minimum operational constraints, with the objective of 
destroying the enemy capability to wage war. 


TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE 


